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MINUTES 
Joint IR-4 Commodity Liaison 

Committee/Project Management 

Spring 2025 Meeting  
March 3-5, 2026 

Hybrid Meeting - Washington D.C.        
 

 

 
MOTIONS AND ACTION ITEMS 

Motions/Consensus Items: 

1. A motion to approve the PMC meeting minutes for the Fall 2025, Special Meeting of November 
7, 2025, and December 18, 2025, was made by Alvin Simmons, seconded by Mary Hausbeck; 
unanimously approved.  

2. A motion was made to approve the “Track C” Commodity Liaison Committee membership list 
as proposed, except retired Armando Monterroso and extend the end date to 2030, by Mike 
Bledsoe; seconded by Steven Salisbury; unanimously approved. Members whose term 
extended include: Jonathan Saranger, Western Growers; Maggie Elliot, US Hops; Kam Quarles, 
National Potato Council; Michelle Grainger, NC Sweetpotato Commission; Zach Bagley, 
California Tomato Research Institute; and Michael Martin, AmericanHort/HRI.  

3. A motion was made by Todd Scholz, seconded by Simon Zebelo to rename the SOAR Award to 
the Jerry Baron SOAR Award (confirming with him, his preference) and add to the SOAR award 
materials why it was named after Jerry Baron; unanimously approved. 

4. Consensus: keep the separation of disciplines at the Food Use Workshop. 
5. Consensus: allow 15-20 minutes to introduce the concept of being transparent about project 

analytical analysis complexity and IR-4 Chemists will review requests to determine difficulty of 
received requests prior to the Food Use Workshop.  

6. A motion to adjourn the meeting on March 3, 2026, for the Congressional Staffer event at 2:57 
pm was made by Alvin Simmons, seconded by Simon Zebelo; unanimously approved. 

7. Consensus: Update the Project Clearance Request form to better capture rationale, and no 
verbal pitch during the Food Use Workshop for each project unless requested. 

8. Consensus: was given by the PMC for the National SOP committee to move forward with 
National SOPs for Decommissioning Sites and Amending Analytical Summary Reports. 

9. Consensus: to move the summer PMC meeting to June 29th and 30th ,  the Fall PMC meeting 
to November 3-5, and the National Research Planning Meeting to October 20-21 (no 
reception, no all hands). 

10. A motion to adjourn the March 4, 2026, regular session at 4:21 pm and to move to Executive 
Session was made by Alvin Simons; seconded by Simon Zebelo; unanimously approved.  

11. A motion to adjourn the executive session and meeting at 10:24 am was made by A. Simmons, 
seconded by M. Hausbeck; unanimously approved.  

12. A motion was made Liwei Gu, seconded by Lina Quesada to agree with staff’s 
recommendation to redirect funds to pay off contract lab obligations from 2025 savings from 
IS funds in the amount of $68,890, and $110,000 savings from Product Performance funds; 
majority approved (1 abstention A. Simmons).  

13. A motion was made to adjourn the PMC meeting at 12:04 pm by Alvin Simons seconded by 
Liwei Gu; unanimously approved. 
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Action & Reportable Items:  

1. Commodity Liaison Committee elections were held and the group nominated and approved 
Jonathan Sarager as the CLC Chair, Amy Upton as the CLC Vice-Chair, and R. Roberts as the 
CLC Government Relations Committee Chair. 

2. Action Item (Quesada/ HQ): 1) Approach iAdvantage discuss the potential for additional 
licenses and different level of users (read only); 2) Issue communications to license holders to 
explain what happened with the recent revocation of licenses;  3) Conduct a survey of licenses 
needed within each region; and 4) Ask RFCs what is a reasonable time to get a book in, on 
average. 

3. Action Item (Alice/HQ): 1) Include time at the Food Use Workshop for a roundtable discussion 
about Integrated Solutions; 2) Consider regional project allocations similar to the 
Environmental Horticulture program; and 3) Work to clarify the purpose and messaging of the 
program.  

 
Members:______________________________________                 
Michael Aerts; CLC 
Zach Bagley; CLC  
Michael Bledsoe; CLC 
Doug Buhler; Administrative Advisor-NCR 
Maggie Elliot; CLC 
Atticus Finger; CLC            
Bill Franze; CLC 
Liwei Gu; Regional Director-SOR 
Mary Hausbeck; Regional Director NCR 
Matt Hengel; PMC Chair; Regional Director-WR 
Marcel Holyoak; Administrative Adviser – WR 
Bob Jones; CLC 
Bob Kaldunski; CLC 
Steve Lommel; Administrative Adviser- HQ  
(Outgoing) 
 
 

 Pete Nelson; CLC 
Lina Quesada-Ocampo; IR-4 Executive Director  
(Incoming) 
Christopher Philips; USDA NIFA 
Keith Pitts; CLC Vice Chair (Outgoing) 
Rachel Roberts; CLC 
Steven Salisbury; CLC 
Todd Scholz; CLC Chair (Outgoing) 
Alvin Simmons; USDA-ARS 
Michelle Starke; CLC  
Steve Salisbury; CLC 
Johnathan Saranger; CLC Chair (Incoming) 
Amy Upton; CLC Vice Chair (Incoming) 
Simon Zebelo; Regional Director - NER 
 

Presenters:__________________________________ 
Julie Van Alstine; USDA-OPMP  
Alice Axtell; IR-4 HQ 
Bill Barney; IR-4 HQ 
David Beaudreau; DCLRS 
Jimmy Byrtus; IR-4 HQ 
Debbie Carpenter; IR-4 HQ 
Krystal Chojnacki; IR-4 HQ 
Christina Dineen; IR-4 HQ 
 

  
Dirk Drost; MUF 
Josh Kindel; IR-4 HQ 
Cristina Marconi; IR-4 HQ 
Johanna Mazlo; IR-4 HQ 
Thomas Pike; IR-4 HQ 
Hannah Ross; IR-4 HQ 
Billy Smith; US EPA OPP  
Cindy Smith; Gowan 
 

Tuesday March 3, 2026 9:30 am  
Matt Hengel called the meeting to order at 940 am.– 
 

1. Welcome and comments from the current chairs: (Hengel & Scholz) 
● M. Hengel and T. Scholz welcomed everyone and discussed the goal of the week to get 

increased funding for IR-4. M. Hengel initiated introductions around the room and zoom.  
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2. Approval of minutes, new agenda items. (Handout) 
● M. Hengel asked the PMC if there were any changes to be made to the minutes presented; 

none offered. 
● A motion to approve the PMC meeting minutes for the Fall 2025, Special Meeting of 

November 7, 2025, and December 18, 2025 was made by Alvin Simmons, seconded by 
Mary Hausbeck; unanimously approved.  
 

3. Presentation by new IR-4 Project Executive Director Dr. Lina Quesada-Ocampo (Presentation) 
● L. Quesada-Ocampo provided an overview of: her upbringing and ties to agriculture; 

education pathway to plant pathology; research and areas of work; gave an example of 
regulatory work on black rot  on sweetpotatoes; her experience with securing funding; her 
excitement about working with Ornamentals; reviewed her entry plan; developing a resilient 
and sustainable funding strategy; turning change into opportunities and sharing a vision 
for the future.  

● The group welcomed L. Quesada-Ocampo and appreciated her presentation.  
 

4. 2025 IR-4 Year End Summary and Update (Handout) 
● D. Carpenter presented the statistics from the 2025 Annual Report and Year End Summary 

document, reporting: that while there were challenges this past year, the IR-4 team came 
together to continue to develop data to move registrations forward; the continued 
partnership with EPA despite the reorganization and had 9 tolerance petitions submitted to 
EPA, 3 new tolerances for 3 active ingredients were established; biopesticide addressing 
Varroa mites of honeybees and citrus greening; EH new manager hired and working away; 
and the success of the team coming together.  

● Comments were made expressing gratitude to D. Carpenter for stepping up to help keep 
things moving. 

 
Break at 10:29 am. The meeting reconvened at 10:50 am. – 
 

5. CLC Report and Friends of IR-4 Update  
● Advocacy Plans 

▪ D. Beaudreau reported: that Rachel Roberts of American Mushroom has been added 
to the board and Amy Upton has agreed to serve as another term on the board; there 
will be a discussion about the CLC and Friends and continuity between the both; and 
updated on the Farm Bill that being marked up and appropriation request deadlines.  

▪ T. Scholz congratulated D. Beaudreau on his promotion at DCLRS. 
● Membership report (Handout) 

▪ T. Scholz provided an update on: the purpose of this annual meeting; the need to 
approve the extension of the Track C memberships list with a new expiration date of 
2030.  

o A motion was made to approve the “Track C” Commodity Liaison Committee 
membership list as proposed, except retired Armando Monterroso and 
extend the end date to 2030, by M. Bledsoe; seconded by S. Salisbury; 
unanimously approved. Members whose term extended include: Jonathan 
Saranger, Western Growers; Maggie Elliot, US Hops; Kam Quarles, National 
Potato Council; Michelle Grainger, NC Sweetpotato Commission; Zach 
Bagley, California Tomato Research Institute; and Michael Martin, 
AmericanHort/HRI.  

▪ T. Scholz further reported on the status of the Friends of IR-4 including: Status of 
membership and Board members; there are some new CLC member candidates they 
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are considering and welcomed Atticus Finger to his first meeting.; and that at the 
recommendation of several staffers, they dropped the appropriation ask to $20 
million for this year.  

▪ A discussion was held regarding whether or not Brooks Topicals would submit a 
candidate for the CLC. 

● CLC Officer Elections 
▪ T. Scholz reported that they hold officer elections every two years. 
▪ K. Pitts reported: they have been doing some interest engaging interest in new 

leadership on the CLC and four individuals have stepped forward: J. Sarager, R. 
Robers, A. Upton, and M. Elliot; that T. Scholz is retiring, and K. Pitts will step down as 
Vice Chair.  

▪ The four candidates (listed above) expressed their interest in serving as an officer on 
the CLC and Friends of IR-4. The nominees were asked to leave, and discussions 
were and voting was held.  

▪ Commodity Liaison Committee elections were held and the group nominated and 
approved Jonathan Sarager as the CLC Chair, Amy Upton as the CLC Vice-Chair, 
and R. Roberts as the CLC Government Relations Committee Chair. 

 
6. Awards (Handout) 

● K. Chojnacki reported on the background of the SOAR award and its intent.  
● A discussion was held regarding the appropriateness of renaming an award after J. Baron; 

the possibility of having another name detract from the individual recognized name, in the 
description of the award we mention why it may be named in his honor, Jerry versus Jerry 
J. Baron SOAR award or the Baron SOAR Award.  

● A motion was made by Todd Scholz, seconded by Simon Zebelo to rename the SOAR 
Award to the Jerry Baron SOAR Award (confirming with him, his preference) and add to 
the SOAR award materials why it was named after J. Baron; unanimously approved.   

● M. Hengel presented T. Scholz with an award for the outgoing CLC chair. 
 

7. Updates from USDA-OPMP (Julie Van Alstine) 
● J. Van Alstine reported on: currently directing funds to priority issues and are short staffed 

right now; keep engaging on funding strategies of ESA, Glyphosate; on a focus group for 
anti-fungal and bacterial pesticides to represent the interest of growers; they send support 
letters to EPA when they see new applications come in; work to help get data to the EPA to 
get them data for their assessments; they will be meeting with EPA soon and their minor 
use team; appreciate opportunities to participate in crop tours; and that their ongoing 
priorities are to be the voice of the grower at the table with EPA. 

● A discussion was held as to when it would be appropriate for growers to reach out to 
OPMP, where OPMP would be residing in the future, and what we would want to see from 
OPMP and potentially having a more regular call. 

 
Break at 12:30 pm to grab lunch for working lunch. The meeting reconvened at 12:52 pm. – 
 

8. Comments from US EPA Office of Pesticide Programs (Billy Smith) 
● B. Smith reported on: staffing changes and the current make-up of the Office of Pesticide 

Programs, Registration Division and that minor uses are now scattered throughout the 
branches; there is a new minor use team with an updated Minor Use and Grower 
Resources Web page updates; reviewed IR-4 submitted action that have been completed; 
priorities for FY26 and working on the backlog; and the status of current IR-4 petitions. 



 

Page 5 of 10 
 

● A discussion was held regarding support for tour attendance, specific contacts on the new 
team, and that the IR-4 EPA tour is on June 10th. 

 
9. Comments from Cindy Smith, Ag Relations Director at Gowan 

● C. Smith reported on: Make America Healthy Again (MAHA) Commission, it’s charge and 
the key players; initial May report make-up and topics specific to pesticides; educational 
campaigns to understand US Farming; MAHA Strategy Report issued in September 2025; 
and Federal issues to keep monitoring.  

● A discussion was held regarding how we should think about this as a specialty crop 
focused group, and who we should focus on, to speak with, while on the fly in. 

 
10. Priority Setting/New Research (Handout) 

● A. Axtell reported on the outcomes of the Priority Setting session including:  The total 
number of Product Performance (33 MOR that has a PP component; 14 H+) and 
Magnitude of Residue Studies (37) for a total of 120 trials planned in 2026; and the 
integration solutions platform was frozen and reallocation of resources to contract labs 
and additional Product Performance work.  

▪ A discussion was held regarding why MOR studies cost less the PP; whether IDC was 
included; that these studies/trials are well underfunded and it is prohibited from new 
researchers to conduct IR-4 work; varying costs among regions/states; this would 
significantly reduce the residue studies we can do and/or reduce PP studies. 

▪ A further discussion was held regarding educating new registrant representatives on 
the importance of IR-4, perhaps holding some virtual or in-person meetings with 
outgoing and incoming registrant representatives, and registrant contributing funds 
to co-fund these trials. 

● A.  Axtell reported on the recently held success of the Industry Technology Session (ITS) 
with 21 presenters and 280 registered attendees. 

▪ A discussion was held regarding interesting trends emerging with the ITS. 
● A. Axtell reported on responses and feedback on the 2025 Food Use Workshop (FUW) post 

meeting survey and some ideas to address some issues that are brought up including: 
transparency of project complexity; onboarding new/first time participants. 

▪ A discussion was held regarding the PMC’s decision on not allowing orange projects 
to proceed, parsing out hemp projects into three classifications as we are prohibited 
with moving forward with registration, the delay of statuses from registrants until 
the first pass, continuing working with the regions to get the projects ranked more 
strongly, potentially holding on to a small amount of IS funding in this next year. 
There was consensus of the need for the first pass. 

▪ A discussion was held about the potential for combining projects by discipline. 
Consensus: keep the separation of disciplines at the Food Use Workshop. 

▪ A discussion was held regarding the complexity of certain compounds being 
analyzed, difficulty and number of fractions and the number of active ingredients 
that are necessary to analyze in a given project, potentially developing a stoplight 
analysis for analytical difficulty, and HQ potentially putting a request on hold until we 
can identify the method.  Consensus: allow 15-20 minutes to introduce the concept 
of being transparent about project analytical analysis complexity and IR-4 Chemists 
will review requests to determine difficulty of received requests prior to the Food 
Use Workshop.  

 
A motion to adjourn the meeting on March 3, 2026, for the Congressional Staffer event at 2:57 pm 
was made by Alvin Simmons, seconded by Simon Zebelo; unanimously approved. 
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Congressional Staffer Reception at the Rayburn House Office Building Room 2075. 
 
Wednesday March 4, 2026 8:30 am  
Matt Hengel reconvened the meeting at 8:32 am and continued with item #10. 
 

● A discussion was held regarding asking stakeholders for making a rationale at the FUW for 
their project, regional ranking for one priority per commodity, having a good description or the 
project doesn’t move on, suggest use pattern offered on other crops, and if no one is there to 
have a voice for the request then we can drop it.  Consensus: Update the Project Clearance 
Request form to better capture rational, and no verbal pitch during the Food Use Workshop for 
each project unless requested. 

● A discussion was held regarding keeping IS part of the discussion and sharing information 
from the regions on what type of pest problems there are that might be helpful for the 
registrants to hear and for IR-4 to request outside support for IS projects, how IS was a way to 
include biologicals, during the pause take into account other IS projects happening in the US 
and determine what is our niche in the larger scheme of things.  

● A discussion was held regarding first time attendees and how best to help them understand 
how they fit in such as a lunch and learn, or a zoom session to orient new attendees, hold it 
post regional SLR meeting (May/June), use FRD and RFCs to help spread the word, using the 
established video and open it up for Q&A.  

● A brief discussion was held regarding running residue analysis on nectar and pollen on 
insecticides and fungicides as more agencies are requiring it. 
 

11. Management Reports  
● Administrative Advisors 

▪ D. Buhler welcomed L. Quesada-Ocampo and reported: annual reporting is due for 
NRSP funds, and he will work with Lina to understand her role with NRSP; and the 
importance of staying closely connected to the regional organizations to maintain 
funding levels.  

▪ S. Lommel reported: that he was on the NRSP committee that made the funding 
decision and that when it comes around again for renewal that they will be open to 
increasing or coming back to traditional level of funding; he was the SOR Adviser but 
retired from that role Nov. 1; and Dr. Amy Grunden has been hired to replace S. 
Lommel’s position in CALS and will be Lina’s supervisor and that we need to invite 
her to participate in our meetings.  

▪ S. Zebelo reported for M. Kairo: there is a New Associate Dean for Research and 
Agriculture Experiment Station joining from West Virginia University.  

▪ J. Munyaneza deferred to A. Simmons to make an update on behalf of ARS during 
the regional updates.  

 
Break at 10:05 am. The meeting reconvened at 10:20 am. – 
 

● NIFA Report 
▪ K. Chojnacki shared two comments provided by National Program Leaders C. Philips: 

that he hopes to have the continuation email out to us this week; and a reminder that 
we need to update the PI to Lina as soon as we can.  

● Regional/ARS Reports (Handouts) 
▪ NER: S. Zebelo provided a report on 2025 activities including: thanked his team for all 

their hard work; noted there was an increase in the number of trials conducted in 
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2025 versus 2026; processed over 26 subawards to co-research sites; continues to 
provide sample bags to regional across the nations; reviewed projects completed for 
residue, product performance, integrated solutions and environmental horticulture 
QA continues to be a priority in the region; and that 2025 was a success and they 
continued to deliver high quality data. 

▪ NCR: M. Hausbeck provided a report on 2025 activities including: thanked the NCR 
team for their great work this last year;  hosted first regional EH priority setting 
meetings ahead of the workshop; had six EPA inspections in the regions; challenges 
include, delays in delivering funds to researchers, FRD retirements, new scientists at 
MSU; Allison Robinson leaving for a different role; assessing capacity in the region to 
see if they can complete projects; reviewed projects completed for residue, product 
performance, integrated solutions and environmental horticulture; and are working on 
ways to increase outreach.  

▪ SOR: L. Gu provided a report on 2025 activities including: Field program data book 
review and QC are moving along well and they have identified contract QC; SOPs 
have been reviewed by the region and there is 100% of eFDB use in SOR; reviewed 
projects completed for residue, product performance, integrated solutions and 
environmental horticulture; analytical lab continues to expand and modernize through 
the hiring of new chemists and the installation of a new instrument;  reviewed ASR’s 
completed and goals for next year; and that QA continues to complete their 
assignments.  

▪ WR: M. Hengel provided a report on 2025 activities including: retirements in the 
region and loss of a site as a result; working actively to expand the network, 
recruiting new researchers and SLR’s; reviewed projects completed for residue, 
product performance, integrated solutions and environmental horticulture; new QA 
hire and QA continues to perform at a high level; four EPA inspections in the WR;  the 
analytical lab continues to produce ASRs as quickly as they can despite hurdles on 
campus, moved lab again for seismic renovation, award at NEC for lab personnel; 
and reviewed publications.  

▪ ARS: A. Simmons provided a report on 2025 activities including: leadership continues 
to recognize and support this work; during the shutdown they weren’t allowed to 
work, but did not fall too much behind; decommissioned the Wapato lab for now with 
plan to recommission; the Southeast area director retired after 7 years in that role 
and an interim replacement has been named; during the 2026 NEC three ARS 
researchers were recognized with awards; thanked IR-4 for their support for 
addressing the new world screwworm; and ARS Charleston has funded IR-4 a second 
year to cover QA services.  

● HQ Report  
● D. Carpenter reported: our new executive director starts March 9; R. Batts retired March 

1 and A. Axtell will cover weed science in the interim; hiring freeze at HQ until the new 
director started; staff workload with covering duties of Executive Director; registration, 
biology and QA team have been keeping the program moving since October; thanked 
the team for carrying out a great NEC; thanked the Operations Team and 
Communications for successful meetings and intranet; and looking forward to what 
2026 will bring. 

● A discussion was held that the field research facility at Wapato is still operating; and is 
there a hiring freeze in place at NC State.  

 
12. Program Reports  

● Food Program  
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▪ Field Program & Submissions (Handout): C. Marconi reported:  
▪ T. Pike reported: on new uses, submissions and reasons for smaller numbers; crop 

group updates; the 10-year history of the residue research program; reviewed 
outstanding field notebooks and the critical need to meet deadlines for submission; 
and challenges to the regulatory program and elimination of the US EPA Minor Use 
Branch.  

o A discussion was held regarding HQ working with RFCs on what books need 
to be expedited to meet timelines.  

▪ Laboratory Analysis (Handout): D. Carpenter reported: the Tifton personnel were not 
able to attend the NEC; reviewed the current status of the backlog at the ARS labs 
Tifton and Wapato closure (samples sent to contract labs or WR lab), WR Lab and 
SOR Lab; the status of the studies at contract labs; and further actions including no 
longer sending studies to contract labs, trainings held at the NEC, and resources to 
address quality of data for the Michigan and Wapato Labs. 

o A discussion was held regarding storage stability.  
● Quality Assurance (Handout) 

▪ J. Mazlo reported on: EPA compliance monitoring and the number of EPA 
inspections over the last seven years; issues with inspections not happening that 
impact submissions to the EU; NEC presentations; committee participation; QA 
audits of eFDB; and provided an eQA and eDOC update.  

● Product Performance Research & Integrated Solutions (IS) Platform (Handout) 
▪ A. Axtell reported on: R. Batts retirement and that A. Axtell will be taking over in the 

interim; provided a recap of Product Performance projects, carryover trials, 
efficacy/crop safety files and that 50 final reports have been received.; and provided 
a look at trails distributed over the regions.  

● Biopesticide Regulatory Support (Handout) 
▪ B. Barney reported on two new submissions made since the Fall PMC meeting; and 

reviewed submission packages in development. 
 
The meeting recessed for Lunch at 12:00 noon and reconvened at 1:00pm – 
 

● Environmental Horticulture (Handout) 
▪ J. Kindel reported: outstanding data overall and by region; EH workshop review with 

10 national priorities and 8 regional priorities; on changes to the study program from 
crop safety to efficacy; partnerships with registrants; the 2026 budget allocation;  and 
study reporting changes that are underway to streamline with the rest of the 
programs.  

▪ A discussion was held on reports not getting sent in due to researchers leaving and if 
ARS can help, being careful about having researchers who have ornamental research 
to complete these studies, and data variations. 

● Communications (Handout) 
▪ H. Ross reported on: new director announcement; completion of the annual report; 

promotion of 2026 events; 2026 NEC; awards issued at the NEC; contract writing in 
2026; social media statistics; newsletter open rate; and intranet updates including 
pets of IR-4, new resources, final stage of intranet launch. 

▪ A discussion was held regarding women’s history month and new materials being 
developed for new registrant liaisons.  

● Education & Training Committee (Handout) 
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▪ C. Dineen reported on: the 2026 NEC trainings and tour stops; reviewed post survey 
results; updates on National SOPs; updates on advisories to National SOPs; virtual 
training plans for 2026; rotation of education and training committee members. 

▪ Consensus: was given by the PMC for the National SOP committee to move forward 
with National SOPs for Decommissioning Sites and Amending Analytical Summary 
Reports.  

 
13. Global Harmonization of Pesticides/Minor Use Foundation (MUF) (Presentation) 

● D. Drost reported: funding sources for MUF; on the MUF Assisting Specialty Crop Exports 
(ASCE) grant; survey results for CODEX MRL priority needs and progress update; work is 
focused in pesticide residue studies, policy and advocacy efforts and CODEx MRL’s; 
reviewed engagement in Africa, ASEAN, Latin America, and established Centers of 
Excellence in these regions; emerging markets program; and global priority setting efforts.  

 
14. Electronic Field Data Book (eFDB) (Handout) 

● J. Byrtus reported: on a new google form on the IR-4 intranet to track issues and 
responses; updated forms for an improved user experience; iAdvantage mobile edition 
update; electronic signatures work arounds; transitions to eFDB management to J. Byrtus 
and D. Schnatter; and potential for more licenses.  

● A discussion was held regarding how the licenses are counted, if we need more than 100, 
the potential to receive a bill for another $230,000k if we are over 100 at any given time, 
perks in addition to number of licenses, process to move notebooks to completion quicker 
so we can keep our numbers of people lower, number of licenses just for QC, and have 
read only users for a different price. This item was deferred for further discussion in the 
executive session.  

 
Break at 3:18 pm. The meeting reconvened at 3:35 pm. – 
 

15. Status of funding/grants (Chojnacki) 
● K. Chojnacki reported: on the status of the NIFA and ARS funding; funds remaining from 

2025 IS budget and from the 2026 Product Performance budget and how to redirect that; 
and reminders of funds set aside to help fund the outstanding contract lab work.  

● A discussion was held regarding IR-4 lab current needs and addressing the backlog. This 
item was deferred for further discussion in the executive session. 

 
16. Upcoming Meetings  

● K. Chojnacki shared the upcoming dates and asked everyone to populate their calendars. 
● Summer PMC meeting: June 29-30, Virtual 
● 2026 Food Program Workshop: September 15-17, Austin, TX 
● NRPM: October 20-21, Raleigh, NC 
● Fall PMC meeting: November 3-5, Raleigh, NC 
● 2027 Joint CLC/PMC meeting: March 2-4, Washington DC 

● D. Carpenter (Handout) reported:  that Canada was ok with holding off on in-person in 
Canada until next year, and conflicts with schedules surrounding the summer PMC 
meeting, NRPM and Fall PMC Meeting.  

● Consensus: to move to the summer PMC meeting to June 29th and 30th , the Fall PMC 
meeting to November 3-5, and the National Research Planning Meeting to October 20-21 
(no reception, no all hands). 
 

17. Adjourn Regular Meeting Session 
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A motion to adjourn the March 4, 2026 regular session at 4:21 pm and to move to Executive Session 
was made by Alvin Simons; seconded by Simon Zebelo; unanimously approved.  
 
The meeting recessed for the evening at 4:22 pm.-- 
 

18. Executive Session 
 
 
Thursday March 5, 2026 - 8:30 am  
Matt Hengel reconvened the Executive Session at 8:32 am. -- 
 
A motion to adjourn the executive session and meeting at 10:24 am was made by A. Simmons, 
seconded by M. Hausbeck; unanimously approved.  
 
The following reportable actions were made: 

● Action Item (Quesada/ HQ): 1) Approach iAdvantage discuss the potential for additional 
licenses and different level of users (read only); 2) Issue communications to license holders to 
explain what happened with the recent revocation of licenses;  3) Conduct a survey of licenses 
needed within each region; and 4) Ask RFCs what is a reasonable time to get a book in, on 
average. 

● Action Item (Alice/HQ): 1) Include time at the Food Use Workshop for a roundtable discussion 
about Integrated Solutions; 2) Consider regional project allocations similar to the 
Environmental Horticulture program; and 3) Work to clarify the purpose and messaging of the 
program.  

● A motion was made Liwei Gu, seconded by Lina Quesada to agree with staff’s 
recommendation to redirect funds to pay off contract lab obligations from 2025 savings from 
IS funds in the amount of $68,890, and $110,000 savings from Product Performance funds; 
majority approved (1 abstention A. Simmons).  

 
19. Adjourn 

 
A motion was made to adjourn the meeting at 12:04 pm by Alvin Simons seconded by Liwei Gu; 
unanimously approved. 
 
 


