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CLC and Friends Leadership
Jonathan Sarager, Chair
Western Growers

Amy Upton, Vice Chair
Michigan Nursery & Landscape 
Association

Rachel Roberts, Gov Affairs Sub Chair
American Mushroom Institute

Maggie Elliot, Board
Hops Growers of America



CLC Membership
Michael Aerts 
Florida Fruit and 
Vegetable 
Association

Zach Bagley
California Tomato 
Research Institute

Michael Bledsoe 
Village Farms, L.P.

John Walt 
Boatright
American Farm 
Bureau Federation

Jennifer Clarke
California Leafy 
Greens Research 
Program

James R. 
Cranney 
California Citrus 
Quality Council

Maggie Elliot
Hops Growers of 
America/Washingt
on Hops

Atticus Finger
American Sugar 
Cane League

Bill Frantz
The Cranberry 
Institute

Michelle Grainger
NC SweetPotato 
Commission

Bob Jones
The Chef’s Garden

Bob Kaldunski
Ginseng Board of 
Wisconsin

Kevin Kudsk
National Onion 
Association

Michael Martin
Horticulture 
Research Institute

Yukiko Naruoka
USA Pulses

Pete Nelson
Cherry Marketing 
Institute

Keith Pitts
ProFarm

Kam Quarles
National Potato 
Council

Amy Roberts
Lallemand Plant 
Care

Rachel Roberts
American 
Mushroom Institute

Steven Salisbury 
Mint Industry 
Research Council

Alan Schreiber 
Agriculture 
Development 
Group, Inc.

Laura Shumow
American Spice 
Trade Association

Michelle Starke
CoverCress, Inc.

Berry Tanner 
National 
Watermelon 
Association

Lee Van Wychen
Weed Science 
Society of America

Patrick Wade
NASDA

Ryan Wysocki
Michigan 
Blueberry 
Commission



Sponsor 
Recognition 



2026 FOOD USE WORKSHOP

Funding Efforts

● Annual Appropriations
● Farm Bill
● Grants



Advocacy Efforts

● Every State Represented 
● New CLC Members 

Nominated



Jonathan Sarager
202-705-1240
jsarager@wga.com

Thank you!


