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Recording the Addition of Pages to the FDB



Inserted printouts

• Inserted printouts do not need blank areas lined out.  

This includes pesticide labels, weather data, 

maintenance chemical application lists, and other 

documents that are inserted into the FDB.

• Labels and shipping documents for test substance and 

adjuvants should be inserted after the green page that 

follows 4F.  Please paginate that green page and the 

labels and shipping documents within Part 4.



2A (required) vs. 2C (optional)



5C – The plot map

• The plot map must include distances to permanent 

landmarks from at least two plot corners per plot 

(optionally from two plot centers per plot for perennial 

crops)

• Or GPS coordinates for each corner of the plot                     

(or two plot centers per plot for perennial crops)



5F – Trial Site Information

• Separate Cells for:

• Seeding Date* 

• Date of Transplant

• and Age of Trees or Bushes 

or other Perennial Crops

• Prompts for Planting Method 

and Bush/Tree Height have 

been Deleted

• *If the plants were obtained 

for the trial as transplants 

and the seeding date is 

unknown, enter “NR” or 

“Unknown”



5H – Maintenance Fertilizers and Pesticides

• If treated seed was used, list treatment chemical      

(Date Applied would be “Seed TRT”). The instructions 

used to state that Date Applied would be “NA”.

• List tank-mixed chemicals together, if known, and 

bracket the tank mix on the form.  



Part 6 – Application Records

• 6C2 – In the calibration table, the “Output per Second” data 

prompt has been revised to “Boom Output (mL/Second)”

• 6E – On the delivery rate calculation page, new prompt: 
“Protocol Specified Spray Volume (from Part 15, in gallons per acre)”  

[Liters per hectare is fine for Canadian and other foreign trials]

• 6H – New prompt: “Cleaned By”                              

(beneath the equipment cleaning description)

• 6I – New prompt: “Application Was Made By”          

(beneath the application description)

• 6J – New prompt: “Was actual spray volume within the 

protocol range?  Yes/No/NA  If no, contact the SD immediately.”



Part 6 – Application Records

• Whoops!  We prompted for: Was actual 

spray volume within the protocol range?

• But we didn’t provide an example formula!

• Volume of Tank Mix applied to Plot x 1 gallon x 43,560 sq ft per acre       = GPA

• 3785 ml    Plot area treated in sq ft

• Or:  Determine the %Deviation from the Protocol of the 

Test Substance Rate, and Multiply that %Deviation by 

the Pre-Calculated Spray Volume.

• E.g.:  You planned to spray at 40 GPA

• Your TS rate was 6% above the protocol rate

• +6% x 40 GPA = +2.4 GPA; 40+2.4=42.4 GPA



Part 6G – Application Records (current)



Part 6G – Application Records (current)

• The instructions require you to 

enter: the approx. time the 

test substance was mixed with 

the carrier and the approx. 

time the mixture was applied 

to the plots, along with the 

initials of the person(s) 

mixing and spraying the 

tank mix; the time of 

additional agitation (if any);

• There is no requirement 

indicated for initialing the 

agitation entry.

• But the data entry cell in 

the table has: 

TIME OF ADDITIONAL 

AGITATION / INITIALS      

(if applicable)

We do not usually need 

initials for this entry!  “If 

applicable” means if the 

person making this entry is 

different than the person 

filling out the rest of the 

page.  This will be fixed for 

2018.



Part 6G – Application Records (current)

• MEASURING EQUIPMENT 

with INCREMENTS*           

*e.g. 1000 mL graduated 

cylinder/10 ml incr.

• The precision of your 

measurements should not 

exceed the precision of your 

measuring equipment.

• For example, if you are using a 

cylinder or pipet with 1 mL 

increments, you should not

measure 5.7 mL TS.

• For reporting data that meets 

GLP standards, we cannot 

“eyeball” measurements.

• What to do?

• Our protocols allow a range 

of -5% to +10% from the 

target rate.

• You should measure to the 

nearest marked increment.

• If the increments on your 

cylinder or pipet are too 

large to keep you within the 

protocol range, then you 

need more precise 

equipment.



7A1 – General Harvesting Information

• The prompt formerly 

stated as “Minimum

Number of Fruit/Heads/ 

Roots/Plants/Other 

Actually Collected per 

Sample” has been 

reworded as “Number of 

Fruit/Heads/Roots/Plants/

Other Actually Collected 

per Sample” 

• Enter the number that 

really was collected, not 

necessarily the minimum 

stated in the protocol



7A2 – General Sampling Instructions

• If cutting or pitting is done at 

the field site, indicate here 

the length of time from 

completion of the modifica-

tions for each sample to 

placement in a cooler.

• Were the samples placed in 

a freezer within one hour of 

collection? Yes/No 

• If no, enter the temperature 

ranges of the samples 

during transport and check 

off oF or oC



9B – Additional Meteorological Information

• An assessment is needed 

as to whether precipitation 

and temperatures are within 

the normal range that is 

experienced in the location 

of the field trial.  Do not list 

below the differences from 

the monthly mean rainfall 

and temperatures unless 

these differences are 

indicative of truly abnormal 

weather.

• Describe it the way you 

would at the water cooler



Ideas are welcomed

Feedback received before August can 

potentially result in changes to the 2018 FDB, 

but feedback at any time is much appreciated.

Please send your comments to me at:

samoil@njaes.rutgers.edu

Or call me at:  (732) 932 – 9575 ext. 4614

mailto:samoil@njaes.rutgers.edu


Thank you for your attention!


